ROK MILITARY POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TOWARD NORTH KOREA
We will complete our counter-provocation plan this year to establish effective response mechanism against North Korean provocations. It will display our strong willingness to strike back if North Korea carries out provocations and to stage effective joint response (with the U.S.) not only in the case of an all-out war but of provocations. . On the other hand, South Korea has consistently refrained from provocations against North Korea, instead seeking peace and stability in the Korean peninsula with confidence and with a determination to avoid a second Korean War. South Korea has taken this defensive position because of its concern that provocative actions could escalate to unintended war. South Korea has focused on economic development and its military policy toward North Korea was integrated into the political policy of the government. Since different political parties with very different attitudes and policies toward North Korea have held power during the past two decades, the political policy, and, therefore, the military policy toward the north has changed in accordance with the views of the ruling party. This has led to an inconsistent approach to responding to northern military provocations and has had a bad effect on morale and military effectiveness in the south. This paper traces the history of the ROK policy toward the north, explains the problem caused by mingling military with political policy, and recommends that South Korea military forces maintain a consistent policy to take immediate action to respond to North Korea's aggressive provocations regardless of political policy. Korea: self-reliance, peace, and national unity. A hotline between the two Koreas was installed and in official media, the title of -North Korea‖ replaced the former term,
-northern puppet regime‖ in order to reduce hostility. 12 Park Chung-hee was prepared to take these measures because he had the confidence of economic and military superiority to North Korea.
The two presidents from the military, Chun Du-whan and Roh Tae-woo, who came after Park Chung-hee were the successors to his military policy. They regularly visited the military units and delegated the authority to respond to North Korea's provocations to the field commanders. But in 1998, an unprecedented political change took place. Kim Dae-jung, who had been the leader of the opposition party, won the presidential election and dramatically changed the military policy toward North Korea.
His main goal was to change North Korea by adopting a policy of actively seeking contact and cooperation with the North. This policy was called the -Sunshine Policy,‖ referring to an old story in which the sun and wind contested which one could make a man take off his coat. The wind blew hard, but the man only wrapped his coat tighter.
When the sun shone, however, the man became warm and took off his coat. The warmth of the South Korea policy was supposed to make the North take off its coat and become friendlier and less threatening to the South. 13 Although Kim Dae-jung said that This is the data from the Ministry of Defense, which shows that North Korea carried out 221 major Armistice violations. There were North Korean violations once a year except for just 5 years, 1954, 1956, 1972, 1988, and 1989 . -NK's violation total 221 times‖, Seoul News, January 3, 2011, http://서울신문.kr/news/newsView.php?id=20110103800044 (accessed March 2, 2012).
